
Solid Waste Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
January 9, 2020 from 1:30-3 p.m.
Department of Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, Rm 111
Committee members attending:

Jim Simon – Compost Public/Private

Mark Nelson – Transfer stations / Recycling

Barb Butler – Major Public Class II Landfills (by phone)
Mary Louise Hendrickson – MACo/Class III Landfills and Burn Sites

Joe Aline – Landfarms
Rick Thompson - DEQ Solid Waste Program

Mike Jungers – Private Intermediate Class II Landfills
John Collins – Major Private Class II Landfills
Committee areas without representation:


Public Intermediate Class II Landfills

Small Eastern Class II Landfills
Small Western Class II Landfills
Other attendees:

Glen Rafish– Butte-Silver Bow landfill


Matt Elsasser – 406 Recycling


Andrea Staley - DEQ Solid Waste Section

Andy Ulven – DEQ Solid Waste Section


Dianna Robinson – DEQ Materials Management Program


Mike Eder - DEQ Solid Waste Section

Emily Ewart – DEQ Waste and Underground Tank Management Bureau

Stephanie Beckert – Great West Engineering

Shawn Plakke – Republic Services

Brian Hohn – Jefferson County Solid Waste


Brady Christensen - DEQ Materials Management Program

Chance Sparrow – Valley View Landfill

Travis Craig – Great West Engineering

Kim Carley – City of Helena


Jacki Pierson – City of Helena Solid Waste


Jen Miller, RN – DPHHS CDEPI


Sam Saycich – DPHHS CDEPI


Emily Almberg – Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks

Ed Thamke – DEQ Waste and Underground Tank Management Bureau
 Meeting called to order at 1:37 p.m. – Mary Hendrickson

· Introductions- Everyone present introduced themselves.
· Call meeting to order – Mary Hendrickson

· Review to approve October 3, 2019, minutes – Mary Hendrickson
· Mark Nelson moved to approve the minutes and Joe Aline seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously.

· Solid Waste Section updates
· Staff assignments and hiring update– Rick Thompson

· Hiring update

· The last position to fill is on hold and will be recruited again this spring in conjunction with recruitment for Hazardous Waste Program.

· Fred is lead for composting and training
· Mike is lead hydrogeology
· Andy is lead for septic tank pumpers
· Solid waste training update – Rick Thompson
· Planning to have a winter webinar at the end of February or the beginning of March. 

· Looking at topics to be presented in a webinar

· Stormwater management for industrial operations

· This was well received last year and thought they would do it again.
· Composting is scheduled for fall.

· Please let Fred and or Rick know if the trainings are becoming stale.
· Licensing – Andrea Staley

· New composter and new recycler licensed
· New Libby expansion license has gone to the county health officer for signature
· Renewals for Solid Waste Management Systems will be going out soon.
· Inspections – Mike Eder and Fred Collins

· 89 inspections completed in 2019
· A few minor violations
· Six major violations total

· 50 Septic Tank Pumper inspections completed in 2019
· Mike participated in the groundwater sampling events at Billings and Flathead County. He is planning on participating in six (6) events during 2020, including an event at Butte-Silver Bow landfill.
· Materials management program – Brady Christensen

· Renewals – 146 facilities
· Two are no longer in business 

· Expansion for two wrecking facilities
· Recycling - Our composting program is doing well, we will hopefully be expanding it to more organic items in the next few weeks.

· Enforcement – 
· Junk Vehicle – 3 complaints
· Solid Waste – 9 complaints
· Septic Tank Pumper – 0 complaints
· Rules update – Emily Ewart
· DEQ made substantial changes to the TENORM rules and will file the end of January commencing another 30-day public comment period.

· Asbestos fee rules should be filed in February 2020.
· Changes to the Septic Tank Pumper Rules will be filed in March
· How WMRD Administrative Rules Are Prioritized –Ed Thamke 
· If there is a statutory change, those rules then take a priority

· Legislative Audit receives a priority
· Fee packages to run programs become a priority

· Environmental items like TENORM can become a priority
· Mary asked about a potential fee rate increase for solid waste facilities
· Ed stated that due to the vacancies in the solid waste program, the department isn’t looking at an increase right now.

· Barb asked about CCR rules

· Ed said that the department is keeping an eye on it.

· There are not a lot of companies in the state that the rules would impact.

· Rick asked Ed to explain how fee rules are created and the impact for solid waste facilities 

· The department would work with stakeholders

· The entire packet would be pulled together and presented to SWAC to be sure that any issues presented have been addressed
· Fee rules must be presented to and approved by the Board of Environmental Review before the rule is finalized and filed with the Secretary of State
· PFAs update –
· No update
· Green Team update – Dianna Robinson

· Coffee and tea wastes are being composted in the Metcalf building 
· Just making recycling more accessible
· Garbage cans were put in more places throughout the Metcalf building
· Hoping other departments will follow suit

· Chronic Wasting Disease Carcass Disposal – MT FWP and DPHHS Representatives(s)

· Talked about the difficulties for controlling the Chronic Wasting Disease in carcasses to prevent just random dumping in areas where they don’t have CWD in the area and can spread by other animals feeding on the diseased carcass. FWP doesn’t want to overlook restrictions to dumping the carcass that will allow for proper dumping. 
· CWD is only known to affect deer. The largest risk is by consumption. Strongly encourage people to wear nitrile gloves when handling the brain or the spinal column. Nationwide, there is no evidence of human contracting prion diseases. Good guidelines are available for the retrieval of roadkill. Wearing PPE, wearing DEET.  Suggested Stephen Vantassel’s Wildlife Carcass Disposal.
· What is the suspected origin – they do not know. It is from a protein. 

· Composting - with MDT regarding composting from roadside kills. Sounds like very little are re-distribution of the carcasses is occurring. Any known positives should not be used in composting.

· How can DEQ and landfill operators help with the communication of dumping the carcass in the landfill? Response was not sure at this time until they get more information. 

· Discussion about more outreach and education to hunters and public is important.
· Republic Services has special burial procedures for carcasses that are brought in.

· Use drop off boxes for burial and how do they go this route? 

· Give FWP a list of the landfill operators so they can work directly with the operators.

· There are no final decisions for transporting the carcass.

· Clear communication for where and when they can dispose of.

· Are there other rules that might impact proper disposal?
· Signs at the gates of the landfills

· Currently, no landfills reject carcasses.

· Contact information: Emily Almberg, ealmberg@mt.gov; Jen Miller, Jennifer.Miller@mt.gov
· Board vacancies – Mary Hendrickson 
· Joe Aline moved, and Mark Nelson seconded the motion to nominate Barry Damschen and Stephanie Beckert to represent the landfills that have no representation, motion approved unanimously.
· Public Intermediate Class II Landfills
· Small Eastern Class II Landfills 
· Small Western Class II Landfills

· Call for agenda items – Mary Hendrickson

· EPA Air rules
· TENORM rules

· Chronic Wasting Disease

· Asbestos education handling with enforcement
· Hemp and cannabis used in composting

· Round robin discussion

· Mike Jungers – nothing new, plucking away with a new scale that will be operational within a month. Dave Duffy retired.

· Joe Aline – good winter and a lot of demolition
· Mark Nelson – Same thing continual, John Hilton receiving the Golden Bale Trophy.
· Jim Simon – A lot of construction and demolition (C & D) wastes; new recycling contractor and isn’t going so well. Increased anti-litter fine from $25 to $50.

· Brian Hohn – Received approval to start a new container site in Jefferson City. 

· Matt Elsasser – Taking recycling for all of Helena.

· Glen Rafish – Anti-litter fine is going well. They charge $20.

· Stephanie Beckert – Base expansion for Butte. Helping Jim with his expansion. Working with Valleyview landfill on their cell, working with the Barb at Billings for the drop off facility.
· Travis – doing scale for Jim; Ribbon cutting at Thompson Falls transfer station.

· Chance Sparrow – nothing to add to what Mike Jungers said.
· Barry Damschen – all the eastern Montana landfills looked really good and ready for winter.
· The next meeting will be April 2, 2020, from 1:30-3 in Room 111 at Department of Environmental Quality, 1520 E Sixth Ave, Helena, Montana
· The meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m.


